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Sightings

The elusive Bittern is seldom recorded at 
Moor Green so when reports surfaced in 
late January of a sighting at Moor Green, 

followed a few days later of a sighting at Fleet 
Hill Farm, anticipation began to grow. On 
Saturday 27 January, several of the regular 
Moor Green birders, myself included, searched 
the reed beds at Fleet Hill Farm but found no 
evidence of the Bittern so the following day I 
turned my attention to Grove Lake. Although 
the reported Moor Green sighting had been 
somewhat vague (seen from the viewing 
screen), the reed beds at the eastern end of 
Grove Lake were a likely habitat for Bittern and 
were also the location where one had been 
seen on several occasions  in 2013 – the last 
time that a Bittern was reported on the reserve. 
Grove hide also provided welcome shelter from 
the wind and a comfortable place to settle down 
and wait.

Between scanning the reed beds to the east 
and north of the hide, I kept myself alert by 
watching groups of Goosander, Tufted Ducks 
and Gadwall hoping, that one or other might 
present an interesting photo opportunity. After 
a couple of hours, the group of Gadwall became 
agitated and I raised my camera in anticipation 
that they were about to take flight, however, 
they all paddled purposefully towards the 
eastern margin of the lake where they became 
hidden from view by the curvature of the reed 
bed: it seemed that the chance of an 
interesting photograph had passed. However, 
my disappointment soon turned to excitement 
when, following a slight commotion from the 
area where the Gadwall had gone, a Bittern 
flew from the reeds  then turned to the north, 
landing on the shore opposite the hide.  In 
reviewing my photos to double check that I had 

indeed seen a Bittern then reporting the 
sighting, I lost sight of the bird and spent the 
ensuing half hour trying to relocate it. 
Fortunately, I found it again shortly before 
several of the regular birders arrived to be  
treated to good views including seeing it swim 
between the various areas of reeds as it 
worked its way from the northern reed beds to 

those on the eastern shore of the lake. 
Eventually, the reeds to the right of the hide 
obscured the view but the newly coppiced 
area a few yards along the river path provided 
a suitable vantage point. We continued 
watching for a while and were able to point the 
Bittern out to several casual visitors out for a 
Sunday stroll, though not all of them seemed 
to appreciate how fortunate they were to 
enjoy such a rare sighting. Although the 
Bittern was still showing well, having been at 
the reserve for about five hours, it was time 

Bittern in the reeds - Peter Craig

Bittern
Botaurus stellaris
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for me to head back to the car park. Several 
others reported good views in the same area 
throughout the rest of the day; however, no 
subsequent sightings were reported, which 
leads one to ponder whether there will be 
another prolonged period before the next 
sighting at the reserve – let’s hope not.

Local birder Harry Wright had a pleasant 
surprise on 10th March when his scan over the 
West Fen on the New Workings revealed a 
Spoonbill. Fortunately, the bird stayed until the 
12th attracting interest from many other local 
birders, though usually the bird remained fast 
asleep with its eponymous beak tucked away 
out of sight. On a few occasions the bird moved 
closer to the footpath to feed on small fish such 
as Three-spined Sticklebacks, allowing some 
excellent portrait shots to be obtained. A few 
plumage features revealed the bird to be an 
adult: the white head plumes, deep yellow 
feathers on the throat and pure white wing tips. 
Spoonbills are rare in Berkshire though 
recorded more frequently in recent years in line 
with its establishment as a breeding species 
elsewhere in the country - there have been 

Reports of a massive bird of prey causing panic 
among the flocks of geese at Moor Green Lakes 
on 4th March quickly dispelled any scepticism 
that the bird in question was indeed a White-
tailed Eagle. This is a species that has occurred 
at least twice previously in the area giving 

records in nine previous years this century, 
usually of single birds but sometimes groups of 
up to five, but this year's occurrence is the first 
ever record for Moor Green Lakes.

Bittern in flight - Peter Craig

Spoonbill in flight - John Savage

Spoonbill

Platalea leucorodia

White-tailed Eagle
Haliaeetus albicilla



4

A Winter Visitor

W inter is often a time of anticipation 
amongst the Moor Green 
birdwatchers as they hope for the 

arrival of a scarce visitor seeking respite from 
the cold of continental Europe. Well, this winter 
the reserve was pleased to welcome a migrant 
of a different kind, Glynn Hobbs - an avid 
wildlife photographer from south west France.

Glynn lives in the Dordogne, where he enjoys 
photographing the local wildlife from hides that 
he has constructed but whenever he returns to 
the UK he takes the opportunity to explore new 
places and nature reserves. This winter, Glynn 
and his wife spent six weeks house- and dog-
sitting in Finchampstead so, having discovered 
and become members of the MGLG, Glynn 
spent many hours in the Moor Green hides 
while his wife exercised the dog.

Glynn’s images, some of which we share here, 
capture the essence of what Moor Green offers 
and show how time spent observing can be 
rewarded with memorable action photographs. 
We hope that Glynn will choose to visit Moor 
Green Lakes again.

You can find a short complimentary blog about 
the reserve and further images at:
https://imageweaver.blogspot.com/2024/01/
a-winter-walk-around-moor-green-lakes.html

Female Goosander - Glynn Hobbs
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Peter Craig

Peter Craig and Robert Godden

tantalisingly brief views while passing through. 
The increase in numbers of sightings in 
southern counties is due to a reintroduction 
programme on the Isle of Wight - these birds 
and their offspring are tagged and are satellite 
tracked by the Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation 
who confirm that the bird in March was a 
female (G819) that fledged on the Isle of Wight 

in 2021. Another sighting here on 21st January 
this year was confirmed to be a different 
individual, a male (G625) that fledged in West 
Sussex in 2023 from a pair thought to have 
derived from the Isle of Wight population.
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Heron in flight - Glynn Hobbs

Work Party Update

The annual task of hedge-laying took 
place over several sessions. Additionally, 
the hedge previously laid in the last few 

years was cleared of weeds and bramble (it will 
grow back!) and given a bit of a trim. Slots 
along the path from Colebrook hide to the river 
and along the southern edge of the reserve 
were cut; this is done on a 10-year cycle to 
provide a variety of habitats.  Both hazel posts 
and long thin binders were harvested and used 

to finish off the laid hedge. Some blackthorn 
saplings were transplanted into sparse sections 
along the hedge-line, particularly in sections 
where the hedge had been laid. In all 50 metres 
of hedge laying was completed.

Most of a large willow that had come down over 
the bridleway in one of the winter storms had 
been removed by a Moor Green team of 
volunteers, BVCP rangers removed the 
remaining very large trunks.

5

Work summary of Q1-2024
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New growth on the restored hedge - Steve Arnold
In the car park, a team repaired fencing, 
installed a new donation box and created an 
area for information posters.  Nearby, access to 
the new path on Manor farm was blocked to 
discourage access until Cemex have complete 
all the internal fencing and the area is officially 
open to the public.

The fence along the path to the river where a 
very large tree came down in the January 
storms was repaired and stock fencing was 
installed in the Northeast corner of Colebrook 
Lake North.

Sadly, litter picking was carried out along the 
path and just inside the reserve – pooh bags 
and cans seem to be some favourite items for 
lobbing over the fence into the reserve!

A huge area of bramble and shoreline willow 
was removed from the Northeast corner of 
Grove Lakes. In the same area one of the 

scrapes was cleared of vegetation because 
some of the waterfowl make use of this type of 
terrain. If it isn’t cleared it soon disappears.

Around the North shore of Grove Lake broken 
fence posts were replaced and a new metal 
gate into the Grove Lake area was installed, the 
old one having been unusable for a while. Drain 
rods were used to clear a pipe bringing water 
from a stream to the lake.  The other end of the 
pipe, hidden in the undergrowth, was found 
and cleared ensuring a good flow.

Finally, the track between Grove and Colebrook 
lakes was cleared of overhanging branches to 
keep it accessible for vehicles and the stream 
running under the track was cleared allowing it 
to flow freely.

Jane Heritage
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Keep A Lookout

A s spring gathers pace and heads into 
early summer, these are some of the 
fauna that you might see on or around 

the reserve.

From a distance, this large wader appears as a 
predominantly black-and-white bird, however, 
when observed nearby striking iridescent green 
and red colouration can be seen. Lapwing nest 
in shallow depressions in open areas and have 
suffered from a loss of habitat due to changes 
in farming practice; fortunately, the open area 
at the western end of the New Workings has 
provided good habitat over the past couple of 
years with at least five successful nests in 
2023. Chicks leave the nest immediately after 
hatching and may seek shelter in longer grass 
with both adults watching constantly and 
remaining alert to respond to any threats.

One of the smaller waders, Little Ringed Plover 
typically arrive at Moor Green from their African 
wintering grounds around the middle of March. 
Predominantly brown but with a characteristic 
black and white head pattern and a distinctive 
yellow eye-ring they are frequently seen flying 
over, or around the lake margins of the New 

Workings and occasionally on the Colebrook 
scrape where they feed on insects and aquatic 
invertebrates. 2023 was a successful breeding 
season for this plover at Moor Green with at 
least three nests, each producing three young.

The Little Ringed Plover is listed in Schedule 1 
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act. See the 
Gentle reminder section on the last page.

Little Ringed Plover - Peter Craig

Lapwing - Peter Craig

Lapwing

Little Ringed Plover 

Vanellus vanellus

Charadrius dubius

Oystercatcher
Haematopus ostralegus
These large black-and-white waders with their 
bright orange bills and shrill call have bred 
regularly at Moor Green Lakes over the past 

decade. In recent years the eastern end of 
Plover Island has been their favoured nesting 
location, but they can be seen widely over the 
reserve, often feeding in the pony paddock or 
on the Colebrook scrape.

Oystercatcher - Peter Craig



8

The Large Red Damselfly is one of the first 
dragonflies to emerge in Spring from the end of 
April in mild weather into June. 

It is easily identified and the most common red 
damselfly. It is also one of our largest 
damselflies, 33-36mm long.

The male is a handsome red and black with a 
broad stripe in the top of the chest 
(antehumeral stripe) starting yellow becoming 
red in old age.  The female is more variable red, 
black with some yellow markings.

The only other red damselfly in Britain is the 
rarer and more delicate looking Small Red with 
pale red legs, found on heath land. This does 
not occur at Moor Green - the nearest colony is 
on Finchampstead Ridges. The Large Red is 
found in most wetland habitats but avoids fast 
flowing water. It is a common species on 
garden ponds.

At Moor Green, small numbers are found 
around Colebrook Lake, a small colony on the 
South end of the Colebrook Lake path and on 
the Blackwater River near the bridge especially 
in May. The larvae have been found around the 
main lakes. Usually there are no late season 
sightings, implying that all the adults seen are 
from overwintering larvae.

Large Red Damselfly - Alan Holmes

Orange Tip - Steve Arnold

Large Red Damselfly
Pyrrhosoma nymphula

Orange Tip
Anthocharis cardamines
The male Orange Tip with its distinctive 
colouration is a welcome sight in the spring. 
They emerge from early April and into May and 
can often be seen patrolling the path from the 
car park to Colebrook Hide. They are a butterfly 
of damp meadows and hedgerows, the larvae 
feeding on Cuckoo flowers and Garlic Mustard.  
After last year's wetter summer and a wet 
winter, we should be expecting a good year for 
these butterflies. The females lack the orange 
colouration and are far less active than the 
males.

Peter Craig
Alan Holmes
Paul Richards
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One would expect that members of the 
Moor Green Lakes Group are aware of 
the protection wild birds have by law.

If you see any dubious activity that could be 
infringing please contact our site-liaison officer 
- details on the website. Photos are helpful too.

If you are unaware of the law, it is restated 
here.

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
provides protection to all wild birds and makes 
it an offence to injure or kill a bird; destroy or 
damage its nest while in use or being built; 
remove or destroy an egg.

Certain species, including Little Ringed Plover, 
Kingfisher, and Barn Owl, which are listed in 
Schedule 1 of the Act, are afforded additional 
protection making it an offence to intentionally 
or recklessly disturb them at the nest or to 
disturb dependent young.

A Gentle Reminder

The Editors

You may notice a change to the 
newsletter. After many years Colin 
Wilson has decided to call it a day in 

producing our newsletter. Our thanks go to 
Colin for all his efforts, especially in the cajoling 
of all of us to produce content. His are big boots 
to fill, so big it is taking two of us. So welcome 
to a new look from your new editors, Steve 
Arnold and Peter Craig.

There is an intent to produce four issues per 
year. This does rely on content being made 
available. If you fancy having a go at producing 
an article, please get in touch.

You probably know the words evergreen 
and deciduous when applied to trees and 
shrubs. An evergreen keeps its leaves on 

over winter, whereas a deciduous plant drops its 
leaves. But there are some plants where the 
leaves die off in the autumn, but don’t drop off 
until spring as the new growth starts to emerge. 
These plants could be described as marcescent. 
Copper beech, which can be used for hedging, 
is a good example.

Don’t forget to check out the website at www.mglg.org.uk including information on how to volunteer. 
To reach out to us, please use the contact form, or if you see one of us, speak directly.
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